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Dear Readers,

As the third world sf convention to bz held in
Australia draws niear 1 am just contempiating
wy almost ifty years as a sclence fiction fan.

nitiaily I did not even know that I was an st
fan. but I fornd aut abow fandom wihen 1 was
asked to joiti other s{ veaders to start the
Melhonme Sciznce Fiction Group, which 1
later referred to 25 the Melhowme SF Club

3 soon found wyself mugning i library,
mainly becanse Iworkied in a hook shop I
guess angd prohably nehody else wanted the
job. We started producing fanzines and
started to think about mmning a conventios,
when we learned that some had already heen
hieid by our friends in Syduey. We finally g0t
it ont by 1956, the same year that Melhourns
lsted the Olympic Games.

The clul) became my wiwle life hut the
inembesship was suaall for many vears, thaugh
I did my best to Keep it alive fhrough the
1950s and early sixties, when fandom in
Australia seezaed to he at & low ebh). We ran
wovies and secialis=d hug f:ar way it. T made
many frendships during those years and fhey
have endared. 2y wife Helena, then
masquerading as Margaret Dice made a hrief
appearance, but went ofi’ and warried Kelvin
Roberts and changed both lier names. To cut
a loug story sliorr Hedena and Kelvin
hecame friends of wine and for many years
attendend my parries and varjions {unctiens
with other friends and 1. Some years after
Kelvin died, Helena and I decided to shace a
house together. followingz my father’s passing
at 90 years old in 1296 and soon after we got
matried.
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During the 1%60s Austradian si fandom was
beginning te grow rapidly, due mainly I
believe to fhe ipany  peopie who were
producing fanrines and exchanging them.
Over the last month I have been sorving out
all my old zries and deciding which ones T
want fo keep and those I wish 10 pass on 10
other fans, It was guite an eve opznsr and
fantastic nostalgia trip. It nade me realise just
how Big fanzine fandom has heen and the
conneciions with fags in other countries has
been tremendous. No douit AUSSIECON
ONE was the direct result of the friendships
forged diwing the 12605 hetween Austraiian
and American fanzine publisiers.
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Merv Barrett and friends in the infamous
Melbourne SF Cheb Iiﬂ ai 19 Somersel place,
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In the 1960s the Melhcunte S¥ Chuh hagan
again to hold cenventions. Very modest af
first but I soon realised ihat there way a lot of
sf fans ont there that were never part of the
MSFC activities nortaally, bhut they came (o
the cons the MSFC held. By the Iate 605 the
»chance of holding a world con i Australia
was a little more than a pive dream aund even
Sydney fandom. whidh had gone inte lmio
after a break up around 1954, held a
convention in 1970.The sf collector Ron
Graham from Sydney, who had the higgest
collection of sf in Australia and probably one
of the best in the world, discussed with iue
the opening of a specialist s{ baakshop in
Melhonrne and Sp:\ce Age Books was hom.
My little shup Balloened over fifieen years bue
it finally burst in 1985 and left nie Banlaupt.
Meamsiiile it had been the hub of activities in
the sf scene in Melbonrne and was the nerve
' centre of the Australia in 75 bid aud eventuial
running of the con. The "Anti-TFan" concept
and fibm was dreamed ap maidy by my {iend
and employee Pani Stevans, who alas has
uoved way out west and gafiated. That film T

believe simply backed up onr winuing bid for
the world convention in 197S. Another Space
Age employee Justin Ackroyd, left us and
went (0 work for other hooksellers, hut finally
opened his own business and wy "protege' is
now established as SLOW GLASS BOOKS in
the same huilding that Space Age occupled.

My partner, the lare Ron Graham insisted
that I attend TORCON and that Space Age
foot the bill and i fact Space Age footed the
Bill for two moew trips. To SEACON and
NOREASCON in 1979 and CHICON in 1983,
At least. I got those theee trips during the
Space Age years. but I lost almost all I owned
in the process. 1hie fact that Ron Graham died

t 78 did not help my situation, but that is
another story,

I counid rave on aibout the World Cons bhoth
here and gverseas, bt I think the most
significant thing of all was meeting peopie.
Names in fangines and on hooks hecame real.
Having the larger than ife authors in 22
shop, actmally signing hooks for wy
castamers was a thridi § shall never forges,
Ron get me into a room party ai TORCON
and Veveryhody was thers incuding Poui
Anderson. Marion Zivuger Bradley, Bob
Siiverberg, Ysaac Asimsov. Harry Huarrison and
many wore. { was ten feet off the svowand. Just
simply meeting funs and 'm!l")rs & the cony
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TWhat a time it was! We won the bid at
TORCON in 1973 when accompanied by
other Augsie fans 1 made my first overseas
trip, (0 Canada via Hong Kong and England.
My friend. New Zealander Merv Barrett. who
was living in London at the timme, took nie
along to meet British fans at a London pub
and | travelled (o Cambridgeshire to say heilo
to Hen Slater, who T had been buying books
fram since the sarly Slis. The big moment for
wre was weating people at TORCON. The
NSTC had the great pleasnre of meeting
Arthur Clarke when lie stopped in Melbourne
an his way to the Great Bauvier Keel in
Quernstand, Australia, That trip resudted in 4
haold aboui the reef and novels including
“Desp Range'’. But I hiad not met any other
high profile authors unfil, when 1 was falkiog
to Susan Woods, while she was displaying
Tanzines at TORCON. on 1y first merning
there. in walked this giant of a man. Roben
Bloch. I lnd et my first big pro and fan with
a capital ", 1 orgadiised a few conveniions
with my friensd Panl Srevens maindy and in
19381 01‘1‘ ‘o"t of sf&f uu‘n'ies induce ws 70
sut on CINECON, We invited Bob Blach 1
l virr Guest of Honer. Even now. looking
hroagh the oid Tandnes, [realise how big a
faxt Bob Bloch was, Yuch more than an
author drawn s aiending cons and such.
We invited hisa noi oudy because of his
connection with ¢inemoa and T3 wyiiing, but
heeause he was a fan in the (uli sense and 1
enajise ..u.*- readites thie Aoes and the besters
that I received fromw lmn. whar a ;w-ﬂr euy he
A

1y ail Amenican and af the Dy

Yas, Fadid ment a 1ot of famous authors at
Spnce Agu auul ves. I o Jove name dropping
T a0 not sping list dﬂ tlw
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Dad. me.Bob Bloch and Paul ai Meibourne
Airport 1981

peaple we had in for hook sisnings and such.
Enough to say it was the wajor perk of
owiling and nunning an si hookshon, The
biggest hun up was for 3noe McCaifrey, wirh
a quene haif way :trmu:u' the
the shoy and up the siaies ¢
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George Tumer belund‘ Ius t}per in l:is
flat in Inkerman Streel, StXHda.

George was alizost a celehbour, lving oy
about 4 mife away and he offen made i o my
New Year's Eve parties. He helped me with my
editing of Austrafian SF News and helped me
impro-ve my granmmar no end and was always
willing to do any veviews for me, Aleng with
all Melhonrne fans. I vns very pleased (o sar
him get stuck into sf writing, and becowe a
great examplie and gar for all other local
authors entdeavouring to master the art of
writing and writing good sf. As a critic ius
vepuiation became linown world swide.

Space Age Books ciosed Gown jiist
Aussiecon 2 in 1985, 1 fried vo run a wmai
ordsy service from nowme while I cared for my
aging Cather. hut that alse failed and when
dad died 1 1996 1 closed ihat dJown alsg.
However when Helena and T got togethey we
found that we had lots of duplicares in our
collections, and old friend and MSIC early
wiewber, Jack Kearing died and {eft me jus
collection, while other friends have given me
lots of booky 1o «eli. Helena wad I axe iving
an pensions and I do some gardening anl
lmm mowing work that my late father Ern
inrroduced e to. so just living and getiing
the things we want is very difficndi.
Endeavowring ta sell all the books we had was
an obviaus option, but it seems to be costing
more tha what we aye gerting ont of it. I do
have about five hundred hooks on the shelves,
which T ant still frving fo sell and Lam boping
that selling those will analie sue to pay the
people whe have given me books

1o sell for thew at least. The fanzines [ am
1rying to sell hopefuily will give wme enough tn
renew v subseriprion 1o LOCTS, svhich has
lapsed adfver nearly 1hiny years.
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Teandig g with Helena was the bast thing )
ever Jid in my whole Jife. T did nor realise how
much I needed the Inove and companionship
of @ woman until we hegan hiving together.
Luckily we had a little woney 1o spare in '?7
and we paid our subs ta AUSSIECON 3, 5o
we are here, but it is costing 5o wuch 1o
aftend even the Iocal cons. we do not expert
to attend wany were. You can certainly
expeet that we will make the must of this one.

Abont ten years ago or wore a {riend gave 1ne
au old cowmputer, but I could never get it
going. 1 did not have the time and patience
and hesides that 1 ihink {0 nse fhe
vernaaular, the programmue was corrupted or
madeguate. Since then other friends have
worked on it and completely rebuilt it and
otfie recent contact, who bouglt some books
{rom mie, hay given us @ printer and prefty
well & whole new set ny. Although everything
i5 our of date and we have a faisdy Bwiiad
capacity, 11 IS WORKING! Thanks Craie!
All we have 15 do 15 leamn how o nse the
blondy thing,

Baf.‘n: in ihe early 70s I started oy 5 newsaine
CSTRS .LI AN S¥ NEWS, I had {orgotien at
ﬂw time that Syduey huf Graham Stone had
done an S¥ NEWS and I considered changiitg
the namie, bug if had become <o well
astablished by then 1 conrinued with that
naue. I have asticed however, soing througt
ad] the old does, that sowe names hava haru
used more than once by different editors.
After a few brealis in hetween it s <till going,
heing combined with the Huge nominee and
Diumar winner THYME. I do want 1o
produce copiss separarely and honefnily I will
again and selling all wmy pld Anes L hope will
telp mie to o just that. So 1 hops }'m- will ask
e for « Hst o the con. and T aill be happy to
bring any in Irom howue that people way want
or if you are veading this later. please drop mre
a note 43 ving aud I will send you a copy of
the LIST of FANZINES I have 10 STLL ar
the ST&F BOOKS For Sala Her,

Yinally, HELENA AND I HOPE THAT
EVERYBODY HAS A GREAT TIME AT
AUSSIECON 2 AND THAT WE GET TO
SAYHELLO TO ALL OUR FRIENDS
WHILE WE ARE HERE!

Merv & Belena Binns



